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Commitment 21 is about… 

1. facilitating effective collaborative research and knowledge transfer 

within the research Framework Programmes and beyond 

2. mechanisms needed to further strengthen knowledge transfer 

offices in public research organisations, in particular through trans-

national collaboration 
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Progress so far…

Literature review (Deliverable 5.1, February 2016, by D. Anić) mainly 

focused on: 

 factors that determine companies to get involved in I-PRO collaborative research; 

factors that determine the lack of I-PRO collaborative research; issues that face 

technology transfer offices in public research organizations. 

Questionnaire (September 2016)

 Commitment 21 affects innovation process through increasing “knowledge 

spillovers”. Its impact, except for the direction, can hardly be quantified with 

available data which is the main reason to choose “candidate” and not “selected” 

status at this point. 
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Current activities…

 State of implementaion

 Commitment 21 relates to use of knowledge which is already available and spreading it, 

exchanging it, and collaborating with others. Impact channels include various types of 

consortium agreements  in order to bring together large companies, SMEs, universities, 

research centres, etc.  

 some objectives of Commitment have been achieved: new simplified grant agreement as well 

as set of model consortium agreements compatible with Horizon 2020. 

 important aspect of Commitment 21 relates to strengthening knowledge transfer offices with 

focus on transnational collaboration and making knowledge transfer as a strategic mission of 

public research organisations (European TTO Circle has currently 25 member organisations 

https://ec.europa.eu/jrc/en/tto-circle) 

 although they are established, the quality and size of knowledge transfer offices, and the 

resources available to them, vary greatly across the EU. 
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Current activities…

 Direct Impact Assesment

 Deliverable 10.1 suggests that parameters P4, measuring the strength and direction of 

knowledge spillovers from public research, and P1 that measures the strength and direction of 

intersectoral and international spillovers, should be modified. 

 we use available CIS data to explore collaboration patterns of companies that are involved in 

the EU programs (notably FP7) and examine whether there is a pattern that emerges for 

companies that did not participate in FP7. Consequently, such analysis planned for Deliverable 

5.2 could give some rough answers whether firms that collaborate have had in the past more 

innovations vs. those that have not cooperated; whether firms from private or public sector 

have collaborated more; and in which countries and sectors collaboration is more pronounced. 

That would indicate the direction of parameters change but not change in their strength.

 qualitative survey: case study of the Croatian TTOs (as representative of new member states and 

moderate innovators ), with the aim to identify possible problems and needs for future 

interventions (a broad survey that is used as a benchmark has been undetaken in 2013 and will 

allow some comaprisons).
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