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Fact Sheet
 I3U: Investigating the Impact of the Innovation
Union

 Call Identifier: H2020-INSO-2014
 Grant Agreement: 645884
 Duration: March 1, 2015 to February 28, 2018

(36 months)
 Effort: 349 man/months
 Budget: € 2,931,486.25 (EU funding)
 Consortium: 9 partners in 9 countries
 Website: http://www.i3u-innovationunion.eu

Partners
The University of Maastricht's (UNMERIT) renowned researchers work in
multidisciplinary teams and in close
cooperation with international institutes,
business and industry.
The Institute of Studies for the
Integration of Systems (ISIS) is an
expert advisor on policy integration,
policy effectiveness, cost sustainability
and related technologies.

The University of Oslo (UiO) is the highest
ranked research institution in Norway and has
a strong track record of pioneering research
and scientific discovery.
The Université Libre de Bruxelles (ULB) has
won numerous prizes for its groundbreaking
research.
The Institute of Economics, Zagreb (EIZ) is a
public scientific institute with a longstanding
tradition in conducting economic research.

SEURECO is a private company
supporting the research activity of the
ERASME team, which specialises in
economic modelling.

The Centre for European Economic Research
(ZEW) in Mannheim is one of Germany's
leading economic research institutes.

The Vienna Institute for International
Economic Studies (WIIW), provides
first-hand expertise on Central and East
Europe, CIS and the Balkans.

The Warsaw School of Economics (WERISGH) conducts research in economics, finance,
management, business administration, public
policy and political science.

Current Situation
 Europe is facing a number of challenges*


Health, demographic change and wellbeing;



Food security, sustainable agriculture and forestry, marine and
maritime and inland water research, and the Bioeconomy;



Secure, clean and efficient energy;



Smart, green and integrated transport;



Climate action, environment, resource efficiency and raw materials;



Europe in a changing world - inclusive, innovative and reflective
societies;



Secure societies - protecting freedom and security of Europe and its
citizens.

 Innovation is at the core of the Europe 2020
strategy to confront these challenges
*Horizon 2020’s Societal Challenges: https://ec.europa.eu/programmes/horizon2020/en/h2020section/societal-challenges

The Goals of the Innovation Union
 Strengthen Europe’s innovative potential
 13 general objectives, such as:
 Promoting excellence in education and skill development
 Delivering the European Research Area

 Creating a single research market for innovation

 34 specific commitments to reach these
objectives, comprising:
 Financial incentives
 Market incentives
 Education and skills availability
 Knowledge transfer

The Purpose of I3U – Measuring Impact
 Deliver a system of assessment for the commitments
 Evaluate the state of achievement
 Look at economic effects of innovation
 Retrace innovation’s chain of effects from implementation to final
impact in the following areas:
 Competitiveness

 Growth
 Employment

 Barcelona objective: 3% of GDP devoted to R&D

Stakeholders
 The European Commission will gain valuable knowledge regarding the innovation union
and what needs to be done to boost innovation in both the public and private sector.

 Decision-makers and politicians at the regional, national and EU-level
will gain information regarding what influences innovation and so will be able to better define policies
and standardise best practices to encourage innovation.

 The research community, whose research activities will benefit from a better understanding
of how processes of innovation work and the good practices proposed.

 Other projects, which will benefit from increased cooperation and the harmonisation of
standards.

 The general public, which will have better access to research regarding innovation and a
better understanding of what influences it.

Concept and Approach
 Two complementary approaches:
 Assess the direct impact of commitments to

determine whether they have improved the
knowledge-based economy;
 Evaluate the final impact of the commitments,
taking interactions and dynamic effects into

consideration.

 Three issues:
 Theoretical impact

 Direct individual impact
 Final impact in the innovation system

Methodology (1 of 2)
 Collect data and identify mechanisms

related to the commitments
 Develop theoretical and econometrics
models reflecting these mechanisms
 Gather innovation mechanisms in a
conceptual model of the innovation

system
A visual representation of the frequency of the words 'regulation' and 'innovation' in
New York Times articles since 1981. Photo by Jer Thorpe.

Methodology (2 of 2)
policy

 Use this model as a reference tool to analyse the
impact of the commitments, both individually and
overall

union

 Perform a quantitative analysis of the commitments
commitments

using NEMESIS
 Evaluate (ex-ante and ex-post) commitments to
create a global assessment of the Innovation Union

assessment

 Present policy conclusions, including policy

recommendations

Work Packages 1-4, Addressing Commitments 1-18
The structure of the first eight work packages reflects the 34 commitments.
 WP1: Promoting Excellence in Education and Skills Development (WP Leader: UiO)
This work package will investigate the direct and dynamic effects of EU policy instruments to promote the development of human
capital in the public and private R&D system.

 WP2: ERA-EU Funds (WP Leader: WERI-SGH)
This work package will evaluate the direct and dynamic effects of the EU policy instruments that promote a stronger European
dimension of the R&D base in Member States and in the EU overall.

 WP3: Innovation and Access to Finance (WP Leader: ULB)
This work package will investigate the direct and dynamic effects of EU policy instruments to promote the development of human

capital in the public and private R&D system.

 WP4: Creating a Single Innovation Market (WP Leader: ZEW)
This work package will look at how to make patent applications more affordable, and how to enforce patents; creating smarter
regulation and more modern standardisation; innovative public procurement; and the eco-innovation challenge.

Work Packages 5-8, Addressing Commitments 19-34
 WP5: Promoting Openness and Capitalizing on Europe’s Creative Potential (WP Leader: ZEW)
This work package will increase our knowledge about the assets used to generate new products and processes, improve our
understanding of knowledge circulation and discuss IPR and competition policy.

 WP6: Social and Territorial Cohesion (WP Leader: WIIW)
This work package will evaluate the direct and dynamic effects of EU policy instruments on the involvement of social partners in
the development of the knowledge economy.

 WP7: EIP and Leveraging Policies Externally (WP Leader: WERI-SGH)
This work package will evaluate the direct and dynamic effects of EU policy actions promoting stronger cooperation in
innovation activities, both internally and externally.

 WP8: Making It Happen (WP Leader: ISIS)
This work package will evaluate the direct and indirect dynamic effects of reforming the research and innovation systems in
Member States and in the EU.

Work Packages 9-11, Lessons and Conclusions
 WP9: Integration – The European Innovation System (WP Leader:

UN-MERIT)
This work package will integrate and coordinate the work of the previous
work packages, and provide an overall view of the European innovation
system.

 WP10: Macro Sectoral Economic Modelling (WP Leader: SEURECO)
This work package will implement the results of the previous work packages in
the macro sectoral model, to assess the overall economic effects of the
different commitments.

 WP11: Management, Dissemination, Exploitation &
Communication (WP Leader: ISIS)
This work package will manage the project, represent the project internally
and externally, and disseminate the project’s results.
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Some Important Outputs of the Project
 Literature Review and Data Collection
 State of Implementation and Direct Impact Assessment
 Integration in the Eco-System
 Synthesis Report Describing the European Innovation

System at the Time of the Project
 Report on the State of the European Innovation Union,
Including an Analysis of the 34 Commitments and the

Working of the European Innovation Systems
 Impact Assessment of Commitments Individually and/or
by Group
 Impact Assessment of Commitments as a Whole

 Sensitivity Analysis

Expected impacts
 Provide a basis for evidence-based policies for the Innovation
Union

 Increase Europe’s competitiveness and social and economic
potential
 Help stakeholders in the Horizon 2020 work programme to
monitor their actions by calibrating ongoing policies and
planning future ones.
 Inform future innovation evidence-based policy design
 Enable adaptation of existing measures to increase policy

effectiveness by providing a better understanding of the
economic impact of innovation policy
 Strengthen the IU evidence base, allowing for more effective
policy design

